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This edited volume addresses the role of non-state 
actors (NSAs) in international relations. From their 
emergence in the early 20th century, entities of non-
state status have played a role of increasing 
prominence in international politics. Scholarly work 
has been slow to catch up, approaching NSAs mainly 
through the scope of legitimacy and international 
law or limiting focus to NGOs, international 
organizations, and economic corporations. This 
volume remedies that, creating a typology of NSAs 
based on systematic and coherent analysis. 

Presenting a series of cases of NSAs across the 
continuum of international relations, the chapters 

firmly ground NSAs in the ontology of international relations theory. Topics discussed 
include the impact of ethnic groups, frameworks of insurgency, and an analysis of 
states-to-be. 

Filling a gap in the current literature, this book will be of interest to students and 
researchers of international relations theory, international politics, international 
security, diplomatic history, and European and Middle East politics, as well as policy-
makers and practitioners. 

 

More information  
https://link.springer.com/book/9783030914622  
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